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15TH ANNUAL SUMMARY OF BUDGETS 
OF MISSOURL'S 108 RURAL COUNTIES L 


APPROPRIATIONS 


Missouri's 108 rural counties budgeted a total of $15,854,392 for general revenue 
purposes for 1958. This is $1,254,007, or 8.6 per cent, more than was appropriated 
last year. This increase is made up for the most part of a $755,954 increase in jury 
and election budgets, due in main to the fact that 1958 is an election year, and a 
$720,262 rise in salaries and office expenses. These increases were offset somewhat 
by a $281,983 drop in appropriations for “equipment and other legal purposes." 


Of total 1958 appropriations,56.6 per cent or $8,974,902, was budgeted for sal- 
aries and office expenses--items that have steadily taken a greater portion of general 
revenue. The increase in this category is very apparent in dollar amounts, ranging 
from a quarter to a half-million dollar increase each year since 1954, and reaching al- 
most a three-quarters of a million dollar increase this year. 


REVENUE AND SURPLUS 


Total estimated revenue for the year is $18,064,753, which is $1,401,694, or 8.4 
per cent, greater than last year. és 

Property taxes for 1958 are estimated at $11,489,670 by the rural counties cov- 
ered in this report. This amounts to a 7.2 per cent, or $772,777, increase over 1957 
and accounts for 63.6 per cent of the counties' total estimated general revenue. The 
remaining estimated general revenue is made up of surplus (25.4 per cent) and other 
receipts (11 per cent). 


Surpluses accumulated by the 108 rurai counties amounted to $9,298,194 on Janu- 
ary 1, 1958. This large sum amounts to 81 per cent of the entire estimated tax levy 
for the year, indicating that tax adjustments should be considered in many counties. 
It must be remembered, however, that some surplus is necessary in order that the coun- 
ties remain on a cash basis. 


Thirty-five counties began the year with surpluses greater than all the taxes 
they expected to collect during the year. As it has in the past, the Survey again 
urges that surpluses should be accumulated only to the extent necessary to keep a 
county on a cash basis until tax revenues come in late in the year. Generally speak- 
ing, surpluses in excess of this should be used for tax relief. 


Many counties continue to budget all or a part of their surplus with current rev- 
enues and at the end of the year have almost as much or more surplus than at the begin- 
ning of the year, indicating that appropriations are placed at a higher level in their 
budgets than actual expenditures can reasonably be expected to run. When this is done 
the budget does not present an accurate financial plan and it is virtually impossible 
for the citizen to discern the true financial needs of the county. 


DEFICITS AND UNBALANCED BUDGETS ‘i 


Two counties--Iron and Worth--had budgets in which appropriations exceeded net 
available revenue for 1958. Eight counties, one less than last year, started 1958 with 
deficits. 


1/ The six urban counties--Jackson, St. Louis, Buchanan, Clay, Greene and Jasper-- 
are not included in the compilation because their classifications (Class. I and II) 
place them in a different category for budget purposes. 


EXPLANATORY NOTE: This summary deals with the general county revenue fund only. 
The information is from budgets on file in the state auditor's office. The figures on 
county revenues, expenditures, and tax rates, are budget figures and therefore should 
not be construed as actual operational figures. However, the estimated expenditures 
in the budgets constitute appropriation orders by the county courts. See table on 
reverse rai aig: comparison of summary totals of all 108 rural county budgets. 
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